Tuesday, August 12, 2003
2 Kings 8:1 – 29

The historian writing Kings now tells about an incident that may have occurred before Gehazi’s episode with Naaman. If Elisha’s servant had leprosy at this time, it is doubtful that he would have been allowed in the presence of the king.

Ben-hadad, the king of Aram, finally reached the end of his reign. The year was 841 B.C.  Verse 11 seems to indicate that Hazael may have already planned to find a way to dispatch the old king.  After the meeting Hazael went back to the palace in Aram, smothered Ben-hadad and took the throne. He would reign for forty years.

Though the beginning of Jehoram’s reign in Judah is described after the story of Hazael’s rise to power in Israel, the event took place about seven years before. His father, Jehoshaphat, had made him co-ruler even before that, when the king went to battle Aram at the side of Ahab. King Jehoram of Judah followed the ways of Israel and even wed a daughter of Ahab. 

Ahaziah, the son of Jehoram of Judah, took the throne in Judah next. He also was too friendly with the evil ways of Israel. He aligned Judah with Israel against Hazael in Aram.  At the end of the chapter Ahaziah is visiting with the wounded Joram in Jezreel. 

Confused yet? Under all of the names and places and treaties there is something worth hanging on to.  Life in ancient Israel and Judah was not just one miracle after another happening to cardboard people. They were entwined in everyday living just as we are. Politics were even worse then than now, and believers were challenged by the cultures and religions surrounding them. Nations went to war and often found peace with one another afterward. Families fled famines and returned to their homes years later.  Despots often ruled for their own power and welfare. Preachers tried to bring the word of the Lord to rulers and peasants. During all of this the common people of the nations bought, sold, ate, slept, lived, and died. Most importantly, God continued to call His people to Himself. His love did not change and His promises never failed. 
